
Tilburg glass artist as 
environmental activist

By Henri van der Steen

Tilburg – What do we do with the 
ever growing heap of waste glass in 
our world? In The Netherlands 80% is 
recycled, but elsewhere it’s a different 
story. It’s actually a question for the 
politicians but perhaps it’s easier to put 
the question to artists – to JanHein van 
Stiphout, for example. At least he does 
something. The Tilburg glass artist is 
working right now in Stourbridge 

(central England, where the industrial 
revolution began and is home to a 
centuries-old artistic industry in glass 
and ceramics) at the 5th International 
Festival of Glass, which includes 
durability as a theme.

From hundreds of nominations, Van 
Stiphout and his partner Margriet 
Schoenmakers and the architect 
Philip van Boxtel were selected along 
with six other teams during the Glass 
Heap Challenge to realize a design 
whereby waste glass is converted as 
efficiently as possible into something 

useful, even something better: not just 
recycle, but up-cycle!

They get just 5 days to do the work.

Van Stiphout: “I’ve made an oven 
wherein all sorts of products can be 
made from liquid glass. The oven 
had to be small, because it has to be 
able to be used all over the world, an 
oven that would be appropriate for 
microcredit requests.  And that doesn’t 
run on electricity but on propane gas 
which is available everywhere. Plus it 
had to be simple to operate and repair. 

Well, I’ve been working on it here for 
3 days and this oven is even better 
than first thought. And faster. We’re 
at 51 seconds now. That’s how long it 
takes for a product to come out.” That 
product can be a floor or wall tile, but 
could also be a piece of jewelry or a 
lighting element;  the applications 
seem endless. The festival opens 
tomorrow, the team returns home 
on Wednesday and Van Stiphout and 
Schoenmakers continue their work 
with “Stipglas” on the Utrechtsestraat 
in the heart of Tilburg. At “Stipglas” 
Schoenmakers organizes workshops 

and master classes, led by renowned 
international glass artists.  Van 
Stiphout himself often works abroad: 
constructing studios, teaching. 

And the third member of the team? 
Van Stiphout: “When a team was 
required, I immediately invited Philip. 
He’s an architect and engineer and 
very interested in the application of 
glass in architecture. Furthermore he 
can think very constructively, which is 
helpful for this Challenge.”

 


